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course, abuses occur ; but they are less the fault of the law than of its administration. The one idea of every slave in the market is to find a buyer as soon as possible.* We had been in Mecca about a week when Masaudi ran across an old acquaintance. This was a boy of about thirteen, Kepi by name, who, with his father, a certain Sheikh Mohammed, had travelled in the same ship with us from Mombasa to Port Said early in the year. They were then going on by way of Yembu to Medina, where they proposed to stay till near the time of the pilgrimage. Sheikh Mohammed had died on entering Mecca, about a month previous to our own arrival, and Kepi had been left in a destitute condition. He had however found out some fellow-countrymen, who had given him enough money to subsist on, and he lived in hopes of finding some party of pilgrims to take him back to Zanzibar. There are, by the way, a certain number of Swahilis and Arabs from that coast living in Mecca. Of course I was careful to avoid meeting any of them, but Masaudi, having once been recognized, could not help doing so. He accordingly went round with Kepi to call on their sheikh, and thenceforward saw a good deal of them. He explained that he had come there with,two rich Arabs, one a Bagdadi and the other from Muscat, with whom he was living ; but being in the position of a servant he could not invite people to the house. As Kepi was a relation of some Mombasa friends of mine, I thought I would do a kind action by taking him with us when we went. Masaudi informed him that his Muscat patron, hearing of his misfortunes, had decided to return him to his own country, and would give him a weekly allowance in the meantime. Kepi of course was delighted, and at once volunteered to come to us as a servant during our stay ; but Masaudi told him that we had already too many retainers. He knew me by sight, so could not be allowed into the house till we were actually leaving. As a matter of fact, if Kepi had had a little more Arabic and common sense, he would have applied to any rich pilgrim for assistance,
* In spite of all endeavours to prevent it, and the stringent regulations in force at Egyptian and Sudan ports, a great many children are brought to Mecca every year from Africa and sold for slaves. Kidnapping in Mecca itself is not uncommon. The dealers, scoundrels for the mcst part, ask no questioxis*